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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


In our leading article last week we drew attention to 
the singular failure of ‘The Daily News’ to insert a much- 
| needed eontradietion of the highly improper suggestion 
that ‘De Rougemont’ had joined the Board of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance. Since that article appeared, the 
contradiction has been inserted. So far good. But ‘The 
Daily News’ has, unfortunately, also made the further 
extraordinary statement that it never knew and did not 
believe that the Spiritualist Alliance had a Board, and yet 
dt said that De Rougemont had joined it! The editor of 
‘The Daily News’ is a keen and clever man, but there are 
dently some things he or his leader writers do not know, 
mongst them being the elementary desirability of telling 
in and simple truth. - 


. Charles Voysey prints a vigorous sermon on ‘The 
of the Ascension of Jesus, and the Second Advent.’ 
reading his text (Acts i. 9-11) he says: ‘Do you 
a word of all this? I say, I do not believe it.’ The 
m that follows is as uncompromising as this striking 
Mr. Voysey finds it quite easy to show the 
of the ascension of a physical body into the 
But his elaborate and strenuous attack has all 
taken out of it by the simple reminder that the 
m body of Jesus was not a physical body at all, 
-self. which was able at times to make itself 
e story points to that more than to anything 
r. Voysey's attack is conclusive, as directed against 
o still hold to the resurrection of the physical 
tit is not conclusive, as directed against the record 
tament, which, however, we must admit is 


xl deal of perplexity. It is the work of a 
, intensely orthodox and entirely per- 
wns and that the sacraments alone ean 
mit that a considerable amount of in- 
n the quotations old and new which 
, but many of these are palpable 
early three pages long. The book is 
old-world suggestions and survivals, 
r the modern man. 
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whatever we do with its government: the second gives a 
remarkably fall account of the numerous, gigantic and 
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beautiful leavings of past civilisations in America. 


We transeribe one of the Notes of this excellent 
number : 


Dr. Baradue, of Paris, has recently advanced the theory 
that man is a miniature sun. Man is surrounded by an 
incandescent atmosphere, and in proof of his theory Dr. 
Jaradue has taken several photographs of vibrations which 
emanated from human bodies. The photographs show the 
varying conditions very clearly, Thus the vibrations which 
emanated from the calm body are tranquil, those which 
emanated from the body in a state of cerebral or cardiac 
activity resemble the normal atmosphere of the sun, and 
those which emanated from a body in a state of fury or pro 
found trouble resemble the solar tempests as they have been 
photographed by astronomers. Should Dr. Barad ue’s theory 
prove correct, a simple explanation can be given of all the 

shenomena of sympathy, antipathy, telepathy and others.of 
ike order. Technically his theory is one concerning * curved 
force and the vibrations of ether’ ; but in plain English it 
is based on the assumption that every human being is a 
miniature sun, and is not only influenced in the same manner 
as the sun, but also influences others around him as the sun 
influences the neighbouring celestial bodies. A wonderful 
fact, if true, and so it is believed to be by some eminent 
scientists. Unusual interest is being taken in the subject in 
Paris, and many agree with the French writer, who says: 
‘Tf the results reported by Dr. H. Baradue can be obtained 
by other scientists who are equally trustworthy, we have at 
once before us the greatest discovery of the century, a dis- 
covery which is certainly more remarkable than that of the 
famous X-rays. 


There is a good deal of excitement in America, in 
certain circles, on account of the exodus of Rev. B. Fay 
Mills from one of the ‘orthodox churches.’ 
preaching to immense audiences in a theatre in Boston, and 
stirs the waters mightily. A late sermon, we rejoice to 
say, presents him as a recruit on our side. He boldly 
said :— 


He is now 


I think the two great lines of progress are to be : 

First, spiritual diseovery -development. There are 
people who are afraid it will be discovered that certain men 
and women have the power to read the minds of certain 
others. They are fairly trembling before it! It may be 
that they are afraid that they will read their minds some 
time, and they do not want them to, T should like to come 
to the place where this stubborn, obtuse, opaque Mes 
of the tlesh might become transparent. [ think we woul 
all be better if we might see eye to eye and face to face, 

I know some people who are afraid that it will be dis- 
covered that we ean have communication with departed 
spirits! Well, why not? Why should you be afraid of it! 
. . . When three such men as Professor Hodgson, one of 
our most. notable psychologists, and Professor Crookes, the 
President of the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science, and Professor Alfred Russel Wallace, who at the 
same time with Darwin discovered the world-transforming 
truth of Evolution —when. these three men say that it is 
[ds to them conclusively that the mind of man may 
have intercourse with other minds without speech, and that 
in all probability people in the tlesh may communicate with 
people out of it I say it is time for those who call them- 
selves reasonable at least to give some honest attention to 

study of these great questions. And I believe that the 

rst man that Ene a rational ground of faith in 
personal immortality to the world, will stand in history 
ater than any man that ever trod this planet before, 

is one line-=the line of genuine spiritual discovery, 

us better to know the Great Spirit who is 

before all and through all and in all. 
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(London : cost of a seal-skin cloak.’ Tt is by Mr. Collinson, ang 
id i 


We do not enjoy ‘The Agnostic Annual’ 
‘ Mr. F. J. distressing revelation of the shocking crnelty praetised 


Watts and Co.), but we very readily comply w ith 
Gould's pathetic challenge, first, to * recognise the 
function of Freethinkers, and to ‘face the facts of (our) trage problem of the world. 
spiritual situation. We express both thus: The Agnostics 
are excellent contractors for removing old. buildings, but 


workand the pursuit of sealskins. The savagery of man j 


hi 


Mr. George Redway (G. Redway, Bellairs, and ( 


we hold that we have the plans for the new. sends us a seasonable Illustrated Catalogue of Publicatio,. 
Mr. G. J Holyoake's sunny-hearted Paper on Mr. containing particulars of books of a very varied t 

Gladstone is very refreshing, and the following paragraph — and on subjects as far apart as sensational animal stori 

sounds a note that is very welcome :— and sober mesmerism. Present giving friends might d, 
How wide and wonderful was the knowlecge buried with worse than call at 9, Hart-street, Bloomsbury í 


him, so far as we know, in his Abbey grave! If men do not 
live hereafter—from the human point of view -they ought — 
Those waiting on the ‘silent shore’ (if any are waiting 


there) would rejoice at the arrival of Mr. Gladstone, who f PAPUS' ON OCCULT SCIENCE.* 
would enchant them and add to their information beyon¢ 3 
that of any other visitant who has left this land since the — REM f 

X The activity of French writers who represent the tran 


philosopher of Ferney disembarked there. The ‘silent ’ > db : : 
shore’ would cease to be silent, and inquiries would arise in cendental interest, and of Dr. ‘Papus’ in particular, i 


the air like prayers. 


almost prodigious, and one is glad to see that it does not go 
without its reward. The ‘Elementary Treatise on Occult 

‘Mind,’ for December, is a good number. ‘Religion Science, first published in 1888, is now in ita fifth edition, 
versus Theology,’ by Hy. Frank ; ‘The Religion of Christ, ^ and it has grown from very modest dimensions to the present 
by C. B. Patterson; ‘The power of gladness,’ by C. B. portly volume, full of curious plates and diagrams, and ex 
Newcomb, are particularly good. ‘Mind’ is nearly always tending to nearly five hundred pages. The increase which it 


rich in pointed quotations. The following, by Theodore bas thus received represents thefuller knowledge and the more 
E mature views of the writer, which are accompanied, one might 


F. Seward, has health and strength in it :— EL evident, | Sie 
» A even say illustrated and made eviden )y à certain change 

is a force ; bat, because it has not been under- oe i : PA rie dm 
Thought t pe y of opinion, at oncs interesting and creditable. The original 


stood as such in the past, it has been sadly abused and = * $ > A 
i We help to form our neighbour's character by the — !ssue appeared under the auspices of the French branch of 
ts we send out to him. If we impute nobility to him, the Theosophical Society, and was one of its ‘ Isis’ publica 
him to be noble. 1f we hold him dr our — as tions. Setting aside two or three pamphlets reprinted from 
, dishonest, onest, orin any way unworthy, we help to " €T. ? i wn > fir "ontri i ade 
in this condition and make it harder for him the pagus 9 Le Lotus, it was the first pes ribution m ade 

by * Papus’ to the literature of occultis. Then, as now, it 

was addressed to non-initiated students, and inquircrs 


it. Jesus of N-zareth ever acted upon this 
i self seeking publican, in a sinful Magdalen, assumed to have no acquaintance with the technical aspects 


1 


= 
J 


Hh 


e recognised the divine element in an ignorant 


in a 
and by his faith in this higher nature helped to draw it of Hermetic science, but it must be confessed that it has 
eth iol make it a ctrl inler in the ife. When Int something of its elementary peet, ad although the 
daily papers ae of murders 24 suicides and Sthor describes it as a preface to his vast ‘Traité 
mdi yen d vice will be made a punishable crime. Methodique, regarded within or without, it is really an 
That goes farther than we should care to go, or in a elaborate stady. It may be deseribed broadly as an attempt 
Arent direstion : bat the horror and infamy of mach to methodise the various branches of transcendental know- 
that is blazed forth by the im meine. Wh ledge, proceeding on the principle that there are fundamental 
: : = pru en bonds of identity between magic, theurgy, alchemy, astrology, 

MN ce vue, they will shrink from the dread responsi- and so forth. It is impossible to proceed far in the study 
bility of doing what is now done with ready ignorance and of oceult literature without recognising the truth of this 
selfish zeal. gestion but it has been defended in various ways by 
T We ? " ifferent writers, and perhaps sti awaits ite complete 

‘Is Spiritualism true!’ (Leeds: J. W. Lowrey and vindication. Dr. ‘Papus’ discusses the subject under the 


f unfriendly exterior, the contenta are fairly attractive, 
| though we are never impressed with the value of debates. 


The two gentlemen were praised by the pres for their 
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THE SCIENCE OF THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY. 


By Prorvasor J. R. BDUCHANAN, 


! Westward the star of empire wenda its we ny' were the 
siviking words in which the profound philosopher Berkeley 
ieted, near two centuries ago, what the nineteenth 
century has shown to be true, But his wise words did not 
hinder his oblivious countrymen from attempting to capture 
and imprison the star when ite rays were first. visible on the 
horizon. 

The stars that rise in the V 
clouds, and storms, The star of Liberty rose over France in 
storms and blood-showers, and grander still was the stormy 
blood-shower that brought liberty to American slaves. 
Light and liberty belong to the West, as darkness and slavery 
belong to the East, where the drowsy millions of the Celestial 
Empire fancy themselves a world with a few subordinate 
barbarians around their borders. | endeavoured to suggest 
something like this in * LicGmr ' as a sketch of the progress 
of true civilisation. The statement was complimentary to 
Great Britain, the most westerly of European nations, and 

was accepted ; but whether * Licir ^ will adhere to its motto 
and accept a for more critical view of civilisation remains to 
2] en, for the majority of editors prefer to accept nothing 
t does not harmonise with their own theories, But if 
Ne could be tolerated in suggesting that the thirty 
ons were ‘mostly fools,’ may not a Western scientist be 
ted in equal freedom of speech when he has been as 
Carlyle accustomed to denounce the very ancient 
ice, and very intolerant conservatism, that have always 
Bd the world, and also accustomed to use more of scientific 
ration than of denune iation, while saying, like 
itocles, ‘Strike, but hear me.’ 
lankind have always been accustomed to crush, without 
y, the writings and the authors that overturn the estab 
inions of the college, the church, the government, and 
wacy. It is not the fashion now to burn the books 
‘authors, as in the time of Brunoand Servetus, 
mti»m smiles in sweet self-complacency as it 
1 preventing the free discussion and publication 

lish ancient falsehoods ; and this essay will 
ie whether ‘Licur’ belongs to the party of free 
mn and progress, or to the party that would rivet 
uman mind any of the falsehoods inherited from 
mot. antiquity—which I am very unwilling to 


Nest always rise in darkness, 


x 


lity is one of the recognised properties of 
Hn proportion as matter predominates over 
uman constitution, so does it resist "the 
ideas to-day as it has done for many 
even though the new idea may be very 
vious, and may be demonstrated by all the 
ntal xcience. This is well known to all 

d modestly to insinuate any of the 
of psychice science into the popular 
of widespread demonstrations, the 
pes governments, and the literary 
d college ehrysalis, congratulate 
that superb wisdom which feeds 
iptiitorance, aud knows how to shut 

‘its head when illumination is offered. 
gorig are generally innocent, 
agh to presume that the leaders 
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demonstrated in Boston. detected as a trick by a sapient 
Boston editor, Unfortanate Gre ay was ridiculed as a lunatic 
and no Cyclopedia remembers him 

Human natare does not ewentially change in sixty or 
eventy years, and it ia not at all probable that the learned 
bodies just mentioned, who have so often shown their 
inflexible and intolerant stupidity in the past, have any 
greater toleration now for any exentially new truth than 
when they were disgusted with the thought of railroads, 
locomotives, coal gas, and telegraphy. They know more, it 
ia true, but they have not lost any aversion to novelty and 
unwillingness to listen to it, however well demonstrated ; 
and it has not been practicable for me to visit England and 
enforce science by demonstration. The omnipotent foot of 
power may be induced to slide an inch forwards, but its 
omnipotent leg refuses always to take a manly step. The 
famous Harvey did not dare even to ask his contemporaries 
to take a step forward as to the circulation of the blood, for 
all the facts in the case had been folly demonstrated by his 
anatomical professor, and he only asked the learned doctors 
who relied solely on memory and never on reason, to recog 
ni» the anatomical demonstration, which they scornfully 
Many times 
indeed has the medical profession repeated the «ame folly, 
and American physicians have been obliged to rine in 
rebellion 


refused, and laughed at him unanimously 


I might offer much more of the records of conservative 
folly if it would be acceptable, but my purpose is merely to 
ask if ‘Licur’ is willing to give a reception in ite pages to 
an author whose life has been devoted to the cultivation of 
biology, 
sociology 


therapeutics, mental philosophy, education, 
and spiritual science, by researches entirely 
original, and who is well known among advanced thinkers 
as the author of ‘Psychometry’ ‘The New Education, 
‘System of Anthropology ' and ' Therapeutic Sarcognomy 
the application to practice of the science of the brain 
authentically demonstrated in 1442-43—and who fifty years 
ago stood at the head of the medical college which has 
largely revolutionised medical practice in America, and 
thereby won the hostility of the conservative majority. 

It is very unpleasant to be under the necessity of stating 
my position thus, but as my sixty years of scientific investi- 
gation and discovery in America have been almost unani- 
mously ignored and neglected in Great Britain, it seems to 
be incumbent on myself to state who Dr. Buchanan is, in 
going before a British audience. I proffered some time ago 
to send to ‘Licut’ an exposition in short essays of the 
science of the brain and the soul, as demonstrated in my 
writings and college lectures, which J «hall do with pleasure 
when this is published and when I know that the Editor 
will allow me free exposition of sciences which introduce 
rational cerebral anatomy, rational education, rational reli 
gion, rational sociology, rational physiology, the fundamental 
laws of life in our two worlds, heretofore unknown, and the 
wisdom that rules in higher spheres 

I hesitate for a formal acceptance, as the absence of 
fraternal courtesy toward American science heretofore does 
not justify me in expecting it now. Yet I cannot see why 
a journal devoted to Spiritualism, and as intelligent as 
* Lien! editorially appears, should be influenced by any 
reactionary policy, I hope it is not; but you would admit 
that my suspicions are excusable if [ should state my 
experiences fully. [t is unpleasant to me to speak thus, and 
if you can firmly or even p infuper repel my suspicions 
as unjust, our harmony and co-operation will be complete. 
But no modern scientist, neither Reichenbach nor Dr. 
Elliotson, has experienced so much of contemporary injustice 
as myself. 
1 do not 
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pathy, hypnotism, marvellous healing, transcorporeal action, 
suggestion, psychic sympathies, and the range of the human 
soul in transcendental communication, have long been dis- 
cussed in a speculative and unscientific manner, never in 
connection with cerebral and anatomical science, and there- 
fore in as inaccurate a manner as that in which medical 
science was handled in the time of Paracelsus, when so little 
was known of anatomy and physiology and their application 
in therapeutics. 

The ignorance regarding the brain (the seat of all psychic 
functions) has been as damaging to psychic science as 
ignorance of anatomy was formerly to surgery. But as the 
medical profession to-day knows even less of the psyehie 
character of the brain than it did in 1840, and as the culti- 
vators of psychology accept the confessed ignorance of the 
colleges on the subject, much of our spiritual literature is 
simply a groping in the dark, as if entirely unconscious of 
the fact that the powers and operations of life depend upon 
the seat of conseious life in the brain and cannot be properly 
understood without a knowledge of the cerebral apparatus 
which makes the conscious life possible, and imposes upon 
that life laws of action unknown in collegiate science ; and, 
in fact, determines the nature, laws, and interaction of the 
soul's faculties, making that completely scientific which in 
literature is vague and mystical. It was by such investiga- 
tions that I originated the science of psychometry, and 
have ascertained the occult conditions that constitute 
insanity, the philosophy of Spiritualism, and the practical 
philosophy of education. 

San Jose, California. 

November 26th, 1595. 


FATEFUL NUMBERS. 


I recently met at Granow (Podolia), the Justice of the 
Peace, Mr. Victor Alexandrowiteh Schafiroff, a highly 
educated gentleman, and one who has the courage to 
acknowledge any truth of which he has been rationally 
convinced. He said to me :— 


1 have read your article on fateful numbers (*Licut,’ 
Vol. XVL, No. 812, ' Strange Facts about Figures’), in regard 
to the number seven, which played such an important róle 
in the life of President Carnot, and also the remarkable 
incidents connected with the number fourteen in the life of 

i IV, &e. I may tell you that the number seven 
an important rile in my own life. Thus every 
a decisive event, or else a great misfortune, 

I will recount to you an incident in my life 
number thirteen and the number seven played 
part. In 1894, in the month of October, Í invited 

to a small dance. At three o'clock in the 
was served ; and as our dining-room is rather 
sat at two tables. Just as [ was about to 
that we were thirteen at table. 
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PSYCHIC SCIENCE. 


By H. 
Melbourne, Australia. 


Junor Browne, 


Author of ‘The Holy Truth, ‘The Grand Reality,’ ‘Roman 
Catholicism pc.) &c. 


Wrtten for the International Congress of Spiritualists 
held in London, June 19th to 24th, 1898, 


Psyehie Science, commonly called Spiritualism, is 
generally, but erroneously, viewed as a religion. It is no 
more a religion than is astronomy, although it 
religious phase. It is a science of observation, from which 
each investigator draws his own conclusions. It is the 
science of life here and hereafter, and the basis of all 
religion, for without its phenomena we possess no natural 
or rational future life for man; all is 
mere speculation or conjecture, It 
wonderful phenomena that we have a scientific basis for 
belief in a life beyond the grave. All the various systems 
of religion, as they are called, owe their inception to 
the proof of a continuity of life after physical dissolution, 
through the occurrence, at times, of psychic phenomena, 
The sacred books of the Hindoos, the Chinese, the 
Chaldeans, the Assyrians, the Persians, the Hebrews, 
the Greeks, and the Romans, are full of accounts of 
these phenomena, and they are also referred to in the 
writings of Herodotus, Pythagoras, Epimenides, Zeno, 
Plutarch, Jamblicus, Cicero, Plato, Socrates, and a host 
of other ancient authors. In our own day their occur- 
rence is publicly attested, if not daily, at least monthly, in 
the numerous spiritual journals published in every civilised 
country of our globe, not by ignorant and superstitious 
people, but by many of those holding the highest literary 
and responsible appointments; so that the occurrence and 
reality of psychic phenomena are no longer matters of 
speculation, but are matters of fact to all, except to those 
who are blinded by prejudice or self-conceit in the presump- 
tion that they have bounded all Nature's laws, or in the 
assumption that all spiritual knowledge was vouchsafed to 
men in ancient times only, it being evidently assumed that 
the Almighty passed an amending act to prevent similar 
occurrences in modern days. 

Owing to the records of psychic phenomena which 
occurred in ancient times having been disfigured and 
travestied by the admixture of a mass of mythological fable 
and superstitions, and to those taking place in our own day 
being mixed up with phenomena that are not spiritual though 
they are dependent on similar laws, psychic science, as a rule, 
is still in a very crude state. The mental phenomena I refer 
to comprise mesmerism, hypnotism, animal magnetism, 
hallucinations, somnambulism, mind-reading, telepathy or 
the influence of bay et on another, &e. Of the various 
psychic phenomena I may. Men the following, namely, 
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science in the present day only accept that which is communi 
eated through a medium as far as it seems to them reasonable 
and probable. Even in the Bible it is written ‘Concerning 
spiritual gifts, brethren, | would not have you ignorant, 
* Believe not every spirit, ‘Try the spirits, ‘ Prove all things 
and hold fast that which is good.’ As spirits are merely 
human beings divested of their animal bodies, consequently 
living under different conditions from what they did when on 
the mundane plane of existence, but wit h their individuality 
unchanged, all communications received from them should 
be passed through the sieve of reason, and all that will not 
stand a rational analysis be rejected ; for God speaks toeach 
only through the divine faculty of reason with which He 
has graciously endowed us, but which too many unfortunately 
trample under foot in matters spiritual. 
The opponents of psychic science frequently ask very 
foolish questions, such as: ‘Why cannot I see or hear 
spirits if such really exist?’ The colour blind man might 
as reasonably ask why he cannot distinguish the various 
shades of colour, or the short-sighted ask why he eannot see 
‘as far as one possessing long-sight. As to hearing, the deaf 
might as reasonably ask why they don't hear, like the 
an of people. Some have their ears so organised 
that they can hear certain sounds, but are totally deaf to 
others. The waves of sound strike all tympanums alike ; 
s these instances they are ineapable of responding to 
‘certain waves. Another question sometimes asked by oppo- 
"ments is: ‘Why are certain conditions required for the 
estation of psychic phenomena!’ They might as 
onably ask why certain conditions are necessary before 
of the physical phenomena can occur. A vessel cannot 
“float without a liquid being present, a plant cannot grow 
hout light and moisture, and a photographer cannot 
lop a photograph without a dark chamber. [t is true 
t the requisite conditions for psychic phenomena differ 
om those necessary for physical phenomena, but this is 
natural, for while the latter belong to the lower 
of science, the former, which are occult, belong to 
her branch. Both, however, are equally natural, 
the one class are mundane and the other super- 
All phenomena, whether psychic or physieal, are 
through the immutable and eternal law of cause 
act, every effect having its antecedent and adequate 
Physical science having proved that this world is a 
Jaw, there is no room for a miracle, and as God is 
ne Author of Nature He alone is supernatural, or 
abure. 
ality of inquirers into psychic science being led 
hrough mere curiosity, or in the hope of being able 
phenomena to profit for selfish ends, instead of 
ritual enlightenment and the uplifting of mankind 
progress has in a great measure been thereby 
ad the facts disclosed by its phenomena 
pular scientific and theological theories, it 
en welcomed and received with open arms 
ical scientists and theologians. As these facts 
on the contrary disproved many of the 
of scientists and theologians, these pre- 
1 have, as a rule, been the chief opponents of 
se; consequently it has been systematiealiy 
and denounced both in the publie Press 
| Owing to this, psychic science has not 
^among the generality of the upper classes, 
nt has been left chiefly to those in the 
life. Notwithstanding the non-respecta- 
attached to this subject and to its up- 
most learned and distinguished men 
| Professors Crookes, Wallace, Varley, 
&e., have, however, had the nobility of 
its favour, irrespective of the sneers 
oing was sure to eall forth from their 
This, however, has been the 
all pete have 
fact that 
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through psychic phenomena can join with the poet in 
singing : 
* Oh no! It is no flattering lure, no fancy weak or fond, 
When hope would bid us rest secure in better life beyond. 
(To he continued.) 


A LOFTY AND PURE IDEAL. 


‘Colonia Cosme’ is a small settlement in Paraguay. The 
ideal is a brotherly Communion, based upon sympathy ; 
and, with many struggles, it appears to be doing fairly 
well, 
seem to be very happy: one in particular, William Lane, 
It js he who 


prepares a. paper of four tiny pages, giving reports as to the 


At all events, the leading spirits and the majority 
must be a very choice and happy spirit. 


fortunes of the Colony and, occasionally, a most engaging 
* prose poem’ on some great subject. i 

One of the late numbers contains a paper from which 
we extract the following deep and beautiful thoughts con 
cerning Nature and Life : 

What is this Life of ours, of which we apt to think so 
lightly? What is this world of ours, this society of ours, of 
which it is thought enough to say : ‘It will last our time’! 
To me, of certain truth, Life is more than a tangle of sense 
less atoms, however cunningly joined together. To me, there 


is within us a living soul that wears its body as a garment 
and has this star-girt world of ours asa stage. To me, we 
come at birth from a Past that lies behind us, we go on at 
Death to a Future that lies before us; and this is a Law of 
Living, not to be escaped, sure as dying itself, fitting into 
each other one of the laws, which together are bat one law, 
by which God holds and orders this wondrous universe in 
which weare, This is a truth, not to be doubted by any 
who have felt their soul stir in them, whose eyes have 
glistened with strange joy over the new-born, who have 
turned away from the lifeless body wherein one they love 
has dwelt. Itis, to me, a truth more sure and certain than 
that the earth is round, as sure and certain as that there is 
no spot in all the starlit sky in which God's law does not 
hold sway. And it is only of late years that we have come 
to this glimpse of what we are and may be; always we 
have been on the verge of it, always we have been 
drawn aside from it by the delusions that ever bewilder 
the minds of fearful and ignorant men, For though humble 
of heart must we be, hushing the jangling of our prides and 
the tumult of our self-satisfactions, ere we can hear the soul 
within us faintly echoing the truths that God's laws trampet 
forth, yet fearless also must we be and stout of heart and 
ruthless in our idol-breaking if we would follow, step by 
step, the call of truth through the maze of fancies and lies. 

And as he is fool and mad who chooses selfish ease to-day 
at the price of pain and sorrow on the morrow, so is he still 
more fool and utterly mad who, when sense of law-abiding 
comes to him, in this Living of him, thrusts it aside as of 
little worth. Though all the wealth of the world came to 
him thereby, and all that his heart craves, and all the grati- 
fication of mind and body that the desires can faney and 
lust. for, yet is it bought too dearly by wrong-doing. Fall 
measure of sorrow do we pay for sin, nor by any power nor 
any prayer nor any repentance can any man or woman 
escape full payment. For Justice lies in the innermost 
nature of things. Dying, men may say our lives were 
fortunate and happy, but if we have followed selfishness 
and wrong it were better for us that we had never left. the 
arms of the mother who bore us. Fortunate is he alone 
who has striven to do rightly. Happy has he alone been 
who has felt Life to be good and done rightly in living. 
For still shall all reap what they have sown. Nor shall any 
escape the Law that watehes and weighs us all. 

Only to that short-sighted error whieh sees nothing 
beyond this little span of life does Justice fail in God's 
universe, Only in that error ean we doubt the natural and 
inevitable, Only therewith does it seem possible to gain by 


Leeda aA or to lose even though one dies therefor — 
by clinging fast to the keeping of God's laws. 
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In the event of a medium who takes 
saking the right path and resorting to fraud 
suspicion of this would be referred to headquarters—one of 
the given committee centres—and when deemed necessary a 
further investigation would be held, matters looked into, 
and, at the discretion of the committee, permission to oom- 
tinue publie work as an accredited medium of the society to 
be withdrawn. Cases of false charges of fraud could be also 
investigated, and the medium's character cleared. 

In cases of genuine distress or ill health of mediums, 
the committees would feel empowered to ask for help and 
do all that lay in their power to alleviate the trouble in 
recognition of past services. 

I venture to assert that no genuine medium ever objects 
to honest and sincere investigation into his or ber claims 
to occult powers, and when this investigation is carried out 
in a methodical manner by the right sort of people, with the 
idea of being able to form a definite classified list of 
properly attested mediums, I think the mediums themselves 
would be the first to do all that was possible on their part 
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walists should show a little more desire to be thorough and 
systematie in our investigations of what is produced through 
paid mediums, Tt ought not to be possible for self-styled 
mediwms to advertise their wares to the duping of the 
eredulous and ignorant, without a published protest from 
one of the official headquarters, A self-styled medium, 
unwilling to be tested under reasonable but safe conditions, 
should not be given recognition or countenance by any 
members of the different committees. We should thus enable 
would-be investigators from outside to select their medium, 
acoording to the line of inquiry desired, from. the list of 
names held by the society, A little more of the Dr. Hodgson 
spirit of inquiry would not do us any harm. His judicial 
attitude and tireless energy have shown us that strict 
systematic investigation does not destroy the possibility of 
obtaining tests concerning some of the most subtle phases 
of mediumship. 

May Tin conclusion put forward the following suggestion, 
that we Spiritualists should resolve to talk more guardedly, 
in a general way, of the phenomena side of our experiences 
to the outsider and non-investigator ! Our ethical and 
religious teachings are quite true, and beautiful enough to 
be respectfully received, but I have known quite unnecessary 
harm done by a glib inaccurate statement by a Spiritualist, 
concerning phenomena witnessed, and how obtained, What 
is reasonable and satisfactory to the old investigator, can 
but be wholly unintelligible to the ignorant looker-on or 
listener. 

36, Corsia Deak, Fiume, J. STANNARD. 
Hungary. 
[We shall be glad to have the opinions of our readers on the 


— questions raised in the above communication. 
—En. * Lieut.) 


‘THE DESTINY OF THE SOUL.’ 


We think many of our readers will thank us for the 
following notification from ‘The Christian Life ’;— 

We = granted permission by the Rev. R. W. Alger, 
Boston, U.S, to print and sell, at 23s. 6d. per . his 
remarkable book, TA 
“THE DESTINY OF THE SOUL: A CRITICAL HISTORY OF THE 

DOCTRINE OF A FUTURE LIFE.” 

It is demy octavo, of 756 pages. We shall print it in long 
primer as a quarto volume. This will be the sixteenth 
edition. It was sold at 14s. per copy, and has been reduced 
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REINCARNATION : ANOTHER THEOSOPHICAL 
CONTRADICTION. 


In the ‘Vahan, December Ist, 1898, p. 4, the question 
is asked : * Is anything known with regard to the law of sex ? 
whether there is an alternation of sew, incarnation after 
inearnation, or whether there is a continuous series of 
incarnations in the same sex?’ To this C. W. L? (Mr 
Leadbeater) replies : 


* We were told, long ago, that as a general rule an Exo 
took not less than three, and not more than seven, successive 
incarnations in one sex before changing to the other, Such 
investigations as have been made since then into the subject 
of reincarnation, confirm this teaching, though one or two 
exceptions to the rule have come under our notice. These 
latter, however, have so far been observed only in the cases 
of Egos already developed beyond the average, and can 
therefore hardly be considered as violations of what appears 
to be the rule for ordinary men. ‘Though the laws governing 
reincarnation probably work, as it were, mechanically upon 
the vast majority of undeveloped Egos, it seems certain, 
from the instances observed, that as soon as any one Ego 
makes a little progress of any sort, and so becomes hopeful, 
from the evolutionary point of view, considerable elasticity 
is introduced into the arrangements, aud within certain 
definite limits he would be likely to be born into the sex 
and race which were best suited to give him an opportunity 
of strengthening the weak points in his character.’ 


This last statement seems rather ‘hard lines’ for the 
undeveloped Egos, who require greater ‘opportunity ` than 
the advanced Egos, who can make opportunity for them 
selves. We suppose this is part of the mysterious law of 
* Karma, which —as, according to Mahatmie teaching, it has 
no God to guide it—oceasionally seems to go wrong. 

But what are we to say to the first part of this teaching 
when we compare it with that of Mrs. Besant only seven 
years ago? In * Lucifer, 1891, Vol. IX., p. 91, we find this 
editorial statement :— 

“The human self is sexless, and incarnates successively 
in male and female bodies during the long cycle of 
incarnation.” 

Se on this point Mrs. Besant and Mr. Leadbeater, both 
acknowledged representatives of Theosophy, and both able 
(t is stated) to go into the astral plane and higher, flatly 
contradict each other. What is a benighted pilgrim like 
myself to believe ? 

By-the-way, if sex does not exist on every plane of 
existence in some form or other, how does it exist on the 
material plane? The ancient Hermetic axiom was ‘As 

i » The late Dr. Anna Kingsford, in that 

all her visions, quoted by ‘Respiro’ in 
; fully recognised the two eternal 
"P. L. Harris taught the same in 
y, 18 nineteen years previously. 
ber of the ‘Vahan, ‘C. W. L; 
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without any seeds, and 
istration of a method of 
likely in the future to 
Hy when that propheey 
the trouble and crime 


Vells’s imaginations 
Worlds ' —human 


December 21, 1898, ] 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


The Editor is mot responsible for opinions expressed by corre- 
dents and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with 
the purpose of presenting views that may elicit discussion, 

Churehmen and Spiritualists. 
Sin, May Task for a few lines of your valuable space, 
to reply to * Ariels’ letter in * Licir’ of December Toth ! 
He asks, * How does he know that the spirits with him 
were not also lying spirits?” Well, in the first place, if we 
find our friends in earth life scrupulously truthful inall they 
tell, we naturally give credence to a// their statements, and 

‘as | have invariably found my spirit. friends absolutely 

reliable in reference to events passing at the time elsewhere, 

whieh T could not possibly have any ordinary knowledge, 
aier them too on spiritual ones. 

But for me there is a higher reason, I quoted in an 

swer to * An. Bnglish Catholics’ admirable and instructive 

a ter, the advice of St. John. Strange to say, it occurs in 

- our Church's Matins of to-day, December 11th, and with 

— "Ariel's" permission I will quote the passage more fully, as 

if contains not only a warning but a prophecy : 

H ‘Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 

200 whether they are of God ; because many false prophets are 

gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God, 

f spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the 

is of God, and every spirit that confesseth not that 

as Christ is come in the flesh is not of God ; and this is 
spirit of antichrist of which ye have heard that it 
jould come, and even now already is it in the world.’ 

— ‘This is why I put faith in my spirit friends. 

-— Next, ‘Ariel’ says he has listened to controlling spirits 

h order of intelligence and exalted moral teaching, 

are opposed to the fundamental doctrines of Chris- 

anity. Undoubtedly high moral teaching and exalted 
gence can exist where Christianity is unknown 

ess Socrates and many ancient philosophers ; but all 

acknowledge, on the other side, that the highest 

s have in many cases been content to bow humbly 

the eross of Christ. 

mk ‘Ariel’ for his explanation of the opposing 

nts of various spirits, but the belief in ‘like attracts 

so much to the alphabet of Spiritualism that I 

aot have mentioned it, but only wondered whether, 

ou to those who were ignorant of the Christian 
re were also some malicious spirits who wished evil 
se on earth and so retarded their progress. 

1 lastly I must ask * Ariel? to pardon my plain speak- 

e all wish for ‘light,’ do we not ! and to me and 

others there can be none apart from the * Light of 

Axorner ENGLISH. ÜCvTHOLIC, 


pposed Jealousy amongst Mediums. 
is present at the recent * Experience Meet- 
London Spiritualist: Alliance, and enjoyed the 
periences given by the friends present ; but there 
ote of disharmony which | regret. One of the 
a remark about the jealousy of mediums, and 
public and well-known mediums present 
ewhat hurt our feelings, One hears a deal 
lousy, but I must say that I know very 
a publie medium myself, and sume of my 
tried friends and helpers are. mediums, 
mental; and | know that there is a 
uis that is so real and genuine that if 
help our brother and sister mediums 
as most willingly and cordially, In 
im direct knowledge and. from what 
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Whether they themselyes had ever seen any * visions" or lind 
ever heard any unaccountable voices, In each case T urged 
that I was entirely indifferent as to theory, but extremely 
Interested as to the precise facts, Does this suggest to you 
resolute incredulity’? Then [ attended a considerable 
number of séances in various parts of London, and here 
again I was only interested in the facts. In every instance 
I noted carefully as much as possible, being guided entirely 
hy scientific considerations which have nothing to do with 
either credulity or incredulity, Lastly, I undertook a long 
series at experiments; which is hy no means yet concluded, 
These were extremely tedious, and even, E believe, dangerous 
to mind and body. Does this kind of work disqualify me 
from speaking out, or do you class everyone as resolutely 
ineredulous who happens to differ from you! 
G. SPILLER. 
[We are glad to hear from Mr. Spiller, and are specially 
glad to hear that he is such a diligent inquirer. It he 
will kindly read our Note again, he will see that the pint 
of our remark had nothing to do with agreeing with him. 
The report from whieh we quoted, and which he does 
not question or correct, stated that Mr. Spiller declared 
Sir William Crookes and Professor Oliver Lodge * were 
not scientific in their dealings with the alleged facts 
of Telepathy `; and with reference to such unscientific 
people, he suggested that ‘the human imagination 
could see anything it wished’ With such. extra- 
ordinary perversity as that before us, we think we 
were lenient with Mr. Spiller, — Ep. * Licut.’} 


Reincarnation. 
Sin, — I should like to be permitted to offer a few remarks 
upon a subject which has been. frequently discussed in your 
columns of late, viz, reincarnation, Of this theory this 
much must be admitted, that it does give an answer to the 
riddle of existence. Whether the solution of the enigma 
thus offered be the true one or not is the debatable question, 
In the present state of our knowledge we are not justitied 
in rejecting any hypothesis which logically accounts tor the 
inequalities, anomalies, and iniquities abounding every- 
where to-day, ‘That man has been evolved from lower forms 
of being can scarcely now be doubted. Spiritualists must 
regard the gradual development of all life from an entirely 
different aspect to materialists, who deny the spiritual side 
of Nature altogether. The upward tendency of all things to- 
wards a more and more complete and complex structure 
must be considered by us as the result of a corresponding 
spiritual evolution. This amounts to an admission of a con 
tinuous succession of re-births of the souls of the different 
creatures which have inhabited the globe in past ages 
again and again for countless thousands of years, until at 
length higher forms were produced. This procedure must 
have continued—at least up to the point of mans 
appearance upon earth. If reincarnation is denied to 
oecur now, then, it may be asked, why should a universal 
process of creation be suddenly suspended and cease to 
operate at any particular stage in. the world's history ! W e 
are scarcely justified in assuming that any such deviation 
from Natures ordered sequence of events took place; and 
this would seem to be the more unlikely when it is remem- 
bered how very near the brutes our first human ancestors 
must have been, Surely the anthropoid apes would require 
reinearnating — probably several times — before they became 
apelike men, and these creatures in turn would also 
have to pass through the purifying process of many suc- 
cessive lives before arriving at the state of intellectual 
capability of a Noerates a Shakespeary, a Ruskin, or a 
Gladstone, Some ef the objections brought against the 
doctrine of ‘successive lives’ amount to little more than 
this: ‘Ido not like the idea, and therefore do not desire to 
believe in its truth. nat 
Të this world is a school for all humanity, then it is quite 
some of us may not have learned all our lessons in 
wpience. Certainly many people in these days 
ot be considered as fit to commence their progress 
the spiritual spheres on quitting this life. 
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Spiritualism, And first and foremost, higher culture, InJack : 
son Davis’ words, * All our knowledge is ourselves to know. 
Do we know the said individual? Our eyesopen but slowly to 
the fact that many of us are densely ignorant. The universe 
is under law, as ‘ Spectator’ reminds us, and, as part of that 
universe, man likewise is under law. To which I answer 
yes, and being the latest and highest production, is still in 
a very unripe condition. But the promise remains the same, 
and is of great magnitude, če., that we progress, Hence we 
gather courage, in the full assurance that latent powers 
within are great and but require development, and such 
development can be acquired by silent and sequestered 
prayer, withdrawing to a great extent from the noise of 
outer life, with the desire to study, and to strive after the 
training of the will power, Had I but space, I might give a 
few hints from Dr. Babbitt's * Principle of Light and Colour, 
as to how thiscan be accomplished. I can, however, remind 
you, in the doctor's own language, of our possibilities : ‘The 
truth is that nearly all have untold treasures of power locked 
up in the inner being—in fact, are millionaives— but their 
priceless treasures will remain useless to them until someone 
informs them of their own possessions, and hands them a 
key with which to unlock.’ That key the higher Spiritualists 
possess, and it would belong to all if we but made the effort 
for higher development. 

‘Spectator’ further expresses bewilderment that ‘repres- 
sive laws’ should inspire interest. I suggest—kindly read 
between the lines, and you may catch a glimpse of the desire 
to see the great truth weare in possession of, in a better work- 
ing order, I am no advocate of civil laws, and join in Ruskin’s 
laugh when he quietly informs us: ‘I think quite one 
of the most notablest historical events of this century 
(perhaps the very notablest) was that council of clergymen 
horror-struck at the idea of any diminution in our dread of 
hell, at which the last of English clergymen whom one would 
have expected to see in such a function, rose as the devil’s 
advocate to tell us how impossible it was we could get on 
without him.’ We need not follow that example, and ery 
impossible to manage without the interference of un- 
developed man's laws—we must study to comprehend the 
Almighty and Nature's written laws. 

Along with Mr. Bevan Harris, I likewise felt regret at 
the somewhat vague answer which W. H. Robinson gave to 
my query. Ben-Ben. 


The Misses Bangs. 

Sm,—The statement of Dr. Hodgson that the Sisters 
Bangs ‘had been unmasked, and that the experiences in 
question must be considered as trickery,’ is either true or a 
gross libel. In the latter case the Misses Bangs can only 
clear their character by showing that they took legal 
proceedings against Dr. Hodgson for the libel, and obtained 
a verdict in their favour. 

Unless this course was followed, or they can show good 
cause why it was not adopted, their presence in this 

 eomntr. could not be beneficial to the cause which we have 
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SOCIETY WORK. 


Briston, 24, UPPER MAU priN-sTREET.— On Sunday last an 
excellent address was delivered by Mr. S. F. Wayland, of 
Newport, on ‘Revealed Religion and Scientifie Religion, 
Friends interested are requested to attend regularly. * Licup’ 
always on sale.— W. WEBBER. 

SOUTH LONDON SPIRITUALISTS' MISSION, SURREY Masonic 
Hann, CAMBERWELL New-roap, S.E.— On Sunday last both 
our meetings were thoroughly successful. On Christmas 
Day, publie circle as usual; at 6,30 p.m., Mr. W. E. Long, 
‘The Song of the Angels; On Saturday, December 31st, 
wateh-night service. Doors open at 10 p.m., and closed at 
10.15 till 12.15 am. ‘Liceut’ always on sale.— VERAX. 

HexnLEy Hann, HENLEY-STREET, BATTERSEA PARK-ROAD. 
On Sunday last Mr. King delivered an address entitled 
‘After Death. Mr. King, who claims to be a Theosophist, 
fully endorsed what every Spiritualist would say. Questions 
from the audience were successfully dealt with. Next 
Sunday, Mrs. Boddington. Friday, publice debate.—J, 
MURRELL. 

BELPER SPIRITUALISTS? Secrery AND. Lyckuw.—On Sun- 
day last, after an impassioned and impressive appeal and 
impeachment of war, through Mr. E. Marklew, the Belper 
Society of Spiritualists enthusiastically and unanimously 
adopted the resolution drawn up by Mr. Stead (as did also 
the Lyceum in the afternoon). The unseen powers which 
work for righteousness have inspired this desire and action. 
Let Spiritualists respond in earnest. —W. H. SHERBURN, 

HaekNEY Socrety or SPIRITUALISTS, Manor Rooms, 
KrexMUvRE-ROAD, Manre-street, N.E.— On Sunday last our 
platform was oceupied by Mr. W. O. Drake, who delivered 
an earnest address on ‘The Value of Personal Evidence.’ 
Afterwards several questions put by members of the audience 
were satisfactorily replied to. Many friends stayed to an 
after meeting, at which a lady member of the society kindly 
consented to give clairvoyance.—Oscar Hupson, Hon. Sec. 

4, MERRINGTON-ROAD, ST. OSWALD'S-ROAD, WEST BROMPTON. 
—Drawing-room meeting. Last Sunday evening Mr. 
Sherwood gave a short address on the advantages and com- 
fort that Spiritualism brought to those who pursued its 
study properly. Mrs. Mason's guides gave many excellent 
desetiptions, the majority of which were recognised. Mr. 
Austin Herbert's fine voice was heard to great advantage in 
the songs, ‘ Nazareth,’ and ‘In passionate surrender.’ Next 
Sunday (Christmas Day), at 7 p.m., Mr. A. Peters.— W.S. 

Grascow.—Mr. J. W. Boulding, of London, has lectured 
on twosuccessive Sundays for the Glasgow Association of 
Spiritualists. Mr. Boulding's style as a lecturer is unique 
in the movement. He possesses a rare combination of 
qualities—originality of thought, humour, a high degree of 
constructiveness, shown in the arrangement of his facts and 
arguments ; great command of language and imagery, and a 
manner of expression that gives to the whole a charm and 
interest that holds his audience entranced from start to 
finish. Very large audiences were present at the evening 
services. Mr. Boulding’s advent goes a long way to heighten 
the tone of our platform oratory.—J.S., Sec. 
Norra Lonpon SrrRrTUALISTS' SocrETY, 14, Srrovp 
GREEN-ROAD (end of the ).— On Sunday morning last. 
Mr. Sutherland. brought port of given in his 
home circle, showi í esp find in giving 
expression to tho unday evening 
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